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Call for Papers
20 years of CRPD: Challenges to equal participation at
the local level
Fourth Congress on Participation Research – 10 to 11 September 2026 in Siegen, Germany

Organised by the University of Siegen in cooperation with Aktionsbündnis Teilhabeforschung e.V.
(Action Alliance for Participation Research)

Even two decades after the adoption of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilit-
ies (CRPD) in 2006, one question persists: How can genuine equality in participation be realised?
With 192 signatories, the CRPD stands among the most important human rights instruments of our
time, yet its promise is to be realised, or falls short, in the very places where people with disabilit-
ies live their everyday lives: in cities and human settlements.

What is the role of the local level in realising participation? How can local authorities create inclus-
ive structures, processes, and practices? And how can participation research contribute to trans-
disciplinary learning that helps shape truly inclusive communities? Marking the 20th anniversary of
the CRPD, the Fourth Congress on Participation Research will explore these questions from both
local and global perspectives. It will discuss pathways toward equality in participation, focusing on
the following themes:

· Enabling persons with disabilities to lead self-determined lives on an equal footing with all
other members of society requires appropriate measures, such as dismantling segregated insti-
tutions in favour of inclusive alternatives and support services. This, in turn, calls for research
and innovation in areas including social law reform, the re-orientation of support programmes,
the design of inclusion-oriented services, and the development of comprehensive and particip-
atory planning processes.

· At the local level, disability policy is evolving rapidly. The challenge lies in ensuring that local
planning is consistently aligned with the CRPD, designed in a participatory manner, and cap-
able of connecting different spheres of life (such as education, youth welfare, leisure, and age-
ing) with cross-cutting issues including mobility, accessibility, and digitalisation.

· The congress expands the perspective to European and global contexts, emphasising interna-
tional cooperation in line with CRPD Article 32. This includes collaboration between state and
civil society actors, among them self-advocacy organisations and academia, across North–
South, South–North, South–South, and North–North dimensions. Global frameworks such as
the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Sendai Framework, and the New Urban
Agenda underscore the importance of building inclusive cities and communities with accessible
infrastructure and participatory planning processes.



2

Beyond these main themes, as in previous years, the conference warmly invites contributions from
the full spectrum of participation research. We encourage submissions exploring topics such as
work and employment, supported living, digital participation, health and rehabilitation, sport and
leisure, political and cultural engagement, and education and lifelong learning.

The conference embraces a wide range of methodological approaches to participation research:
from quantitative studies and qualitative analyses to mixed-methods designs; from participatory
and emancipatory research to ethnographic work, as well as theoretical and conceptual contribu-
tions. Innovative approaches that actively involve persons with disabilities as co-researchers or ex-
plore new avenues of knowledge production in participation research are especially encouraged.

You can actively participate in shaping the congress via:

a) Individual contributions in thematic panels

· 20-minute presentation + 10-minute discussion
· Abstract (max. 2,000 characters) with: title, name, institution, email address; description:

research question, method, results, discussion

b) Research workshops

· 90 minutes for presentation and joint discussion of ongoing projects
· Abstract (max. 3,000 characters) including: title, name, institution, email address; research

question, content and methodological design, recording of results

c) Poster

· Exhibition during the congress with two fixed presentation times
· Abstract (max. 2,000 characters) with: title, name, institution, email address; description:

research question, approach/method, results, discussion

All submissions will be subject to a peer review process.

Contributions must be submitted by 15 January 2026 via teilhabekongress2026@zpe.uni-sie-
gen.de.

We particularly encourage early-career researchers and those in qualification phases to submit
their work.

Further information is available at zpe.uni-siegen.de/teilhabekongress2026 or by email.


